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examine our maps we shall see that there are two rivers whose upper waters come almost into touch with each other about half-way up the eastern side of France. One is the Saone, which flows approximately due south till it reaches Marseilles, having been joined by the Rhone, flowing westward from the Swiss Alps, about half-way down at Lyons. From that point the river continues to be known, not as the Saone, but as the Rhone. The Saone takes its rise in the west of the southern spur of the Vosges mountains. The second river is the Rhine, which comes westward from the Swiss mountains and turns northward to flow ultimately into the North Sea, passing up to the east of the Vosges mountains. The valley of the Saone and Rhone lies between the Swiss and Italian Alps on the east and the Cevennes on the west. The first part of the Rhine's northward journey lies between the Vosges mountains on the west and the Black Forest on the east, the regions generally known as Alsace. Any one invading-France from the east is practically compelled to make entry by the path between the Vosges and the Swiss mountains (Jura), or farther to the north beyond the Vosges as in 1914; except, of course in the case of peoples inhabiting the Alpine regions. The invader must cross the Rhine; if he enters by the natural gate he descends upon the Upper Saone; and then if he is merely in search for new territory, he will naturally push down the Rhone valley.
Now at the time of which we are speaking the Roman province extended up the Rhone valley nearly to Lyons. Beyond that point the country was held by the Gallic tribes of the Mdul on the west of the Saone, and the Sequani on the cast, stretching- up to the Rhine. On the Rhine and beyond it were the German tribes. North of the Sequani and up to the coast were the Gallic tribes of the Belgse. South of the Rhine and east of the Sequani were the Celtic Helvetii, the Celtic belt extending on this side up to the Danube, which starts on its eastward journey from its sources in the Black Forest.
Caesar, then, was no sooner in Gaul than he found imminent a westward movement of the mountain Celts headed by the Helvetii. Their intention was to cross the Upper Rhone and to descend upon the , Roman province. Caesar promptly destroyed the bridges near Geneva and blocked the passage. This diverted that movement through difficult/passes into the valley of the Saone, giving Caesar time to bring up fresh troops and shatter the invading- force. The survivors were allowed to go back to their own country*
But now the more northern Gauls, the JEdui, were being attacked by the allied forces of the Sequani and a horde of German Suevi (Swabians) led by Ariovistus. The JEdui appealed to Caesar; for Ariovistus was practically taking possession, of the country of the Sequani, and fresh hordes of Suevi were flocking- to join him. The protests of Caesar's envoys were met with defiance, Csesar marched